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fake of their monaftery, were made deniforts of all 
England (London excepted) by King John. 

ABERDEEN, the name of two cities in Scotland, call- 
ed the Old and New Towns, fituated on the German 
Ocean, in i 45. W. ion. and 57. n, N. lat. 

The old town lies awont a mile to the north of the 
- new, at the mouth of the river Don, over which is a 

.�fine bridge, of a Angle arch, which refts at both fides 
on two rocks. The old tov/n was formerly the feat of 
the biihop, and had a large cathedral church, com- 
monly called St Macher's. This cathedral had an- 

. ciently two rows of Hone pillars acrofs .the church, 
and three turrets ; the fteeple, which was the largeft of 
thefe turrets, felled upon an arch, fupported by four 
pillars. In this cathedral there was a fine library; 
but about the year 1560 it was almoft totally delboyed 

But the capital building is the King’s-college, on the 
fouth fide of the town, which is a large and (lately fa- 
bric. The fteeplc is vaulted with a double crofs arch, 
above which is an imperial crown, fupported by eight 
ftone pillars, and clofed with a globe and two gilded 
crolfes. In the year 1631 this fteeple was thrown down 
by a ftorm, but was (bon after rebuilt in a more (late- 
ly form. This college was founded by Bifhop El 

• phindpn in the year 1500; but James IV. claimed the 
patronage of it, and it has fince been called the King's 
Colldge. This college, and the M.arifiiall-college in 
the new town, form-one univerfity, called the Univer- 
Jity of King Charles. 

The new town is the capital of the (hire of Aberdeen. 
For largenefs, trade, and beauty, it greatly exceeds 
any town in the North. It (lands upon a hill or rifing 
ground. The buildings are generally four (lories high, 
and have, for the mod part, gardens behind them, which 
gives it a beautiful appearance. On tire high dreet is 
a large church, which formerly belonged to the Fran- 
cifcans. This church was begun by Bp William El- 
phindon, and finifhed by Gavinus Dunbar, Bidiop of 
Aberdeen, about the 1500. Bp Dunbar is faid like- 
wife to have built the bridge over the Dee, which Con- 
fids of feven arches.. The chief public building in 
the new town is the Maridrall-college, founded by 
George Keith Earl of Mar (hall, in the year 1593; 
but has fince been greatly augmented with additional 
buildings. In both the Mariihali and King’s-college 
the languages, mathematics, -natural philofophy, divi- 
nity, (be. are taught by very able profefi'ors 

ABERDOUR, a fmall town in Fifdhire, Scotland, on 
the frith of Forth, about ten miles N. W. of Edin- 
burgh. 

ABERGAVENY, in Monmouthfhire, England, a well- 
built town, lying 142 miles W. by N, of London, in 
51. 50. N. lat. and 36. 5 W Ion. This town Con- 
fids of about 500 houfes, has a Weekly market on the 
Tuefdays, .and another on the Fridays; and three 
fairs for horfes, (beep, and black cattle. 

ABERMURDER, an old law-term for murder, proved 
in a judicial manner, which could not be atoned for 
with money. 

ABERRATION, in adronorrty, a fmall apparent mo- 
tion of the fixed dars, fird difeovered by Dr Bradley 
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and Mr MoHineux, and found to be owing to the pro- 
grefiive motion of light, and the earth’s annual mo- 
tion in its orbit. If a lucid objeft be fixed, and the 
eye of the obferver moving along in any other direc- 
tion than that of a dreight line from the eye to the 
objeifl, it is plain, that the objedt mud have an appa- 
rent motion, greater or lefs, according to the velocity 
with which the eye is moved, and the didance of the 
objefl from the eye. See ASTRONOMY. 

ABERRATION, in optics, a deviation of the rays of 
light which prevents their uniting in the fame focal 
point, and is occafioned by their being refradted by a 
fpherical lens, or reiledted by a fpherical fpeculum. 
See OPTICS. 

ABERYSWITH, a market-town in Wales, lying 199 
miles V/. S. W. of London, in 52. 30. N. lat. and 
40 15 W. long. 

ABESTA, the name of one of the facred books of the 
Perfian magi, which they aferibe to their great found- 
.•er Zeroader The abeda is a commentary on twt) o- 
thers of their religious books called Zend mi. Pazend\ 
the three together including the whole fydem of the 
Ignicold, or worlhippers of fire 

ABESTON, a blundering way of writing Abedus. See 
ABESTUS. 

ABETTOR, a law-term, implying one who encourages 
another to the performance of fome criminal adlion, 
or who is. art and part in the performance itfelf. Trea- 
fon is the only crime in which abettors are excluded by 
law, every individual concerned being confidered as a 
principal. It is the fame with art and part in'the 
Scots law. 

ABEVACUATION, in medicine, a gentle evacuation. 
See EVACUATION. 

ABEX, the name of a large trad! of land, lying along 
the wed coad of the Red-fea, fouth of Egypt, fubjedt 
to the Ottoman Porte. 

ABEYANCE, in law, the expedtancy of an edate. 
Thus if lands be leafed to one perfon for life, with 
reverfion to another for years, the remainder for years 
is an abeyance till the death of the leflee. 

ABHEL, in botany, an obfolete name of the fabina or 
favin. See JUNIPER and SABINA. 

ABIB, fignifying an ear of corn, a name given by the 
Jews to the fird month of their ecdefiadical year, af- 
terwards called Nifan. It commenced at the vernal 
equinox, and, according to the courfe of the moon, by 
which their months were regulated, anfwered to the 
latter part of our March, and beginning of April. 

ABIDING by a writing, in Scots law : When aperfoa 
founds upon a writing alledged to be falfe, he may be 
obliged to declare judicially, whether he will dand or 
abide by it as a true deed. As to the confequences 
of abiding by, or paflingfrom, a falfe' deed, fee SCOTS 
LAW, title, Crimes. 

ABIES, the fir-tree, in botany, belongs to the monaecia 
monadelphia clafs of Linnieus. For its charadters, fee 
PINUS, of which it is a (pecies, 

ABIGEAT, an old law-term, denoting the crime of 
dealing cattle by droves or herds. This crime was 
more feverely punifiied than furittm, the delinquent 
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