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bridge over the Ufk, confifting of fifteen arches ; and
being a great thoroughfare from the weft part of Wales
to Bath, Briftol, Glouceftcr, and other places, is well
furnithed with accommodations for travellers. It is
furrounded with a wall, and had once a caftle. It is go-
verned by 2 bailiff, a recorder, and twenty-feven bur-

gefles; has two markets, one on Wednefdays, and the.

other on Fridays; and carries on a confiderable trade
in flannels, which are brought hither for fale from
the other parts of the county. Its fairs are on
May 14, for lean horned cattle and fheep ; on the firft
T'uefday after Trinity-Sunday, for linen and woollen
cloth; and on the 25 of September, for flannels, hogs,
and horfes. It is 142 miles diftant from London.
W. Long. 2. 45. Lat.51. 50. .

ABERNETHY (John), an eminent diffenting mi-
nifter, was the fon of Mr John Abernethy a diflenting
minifter.in Colraine, and was born on the 19** of Oc-
tober 1680. When about nine years of age, he was
feparated from his parents, his father being obliged to
attend fome public affairs in London ; and his mother,
to fhelter herfelf from the mad fury of the Irifh rebels,
retiring to Derry, a relation who had him under his
care, having no opportunity of conveying him to lLer,
took him with him to Scotland ; by which means he
efcaped the hardfhips he muft have fuffered at the fiege.
of Derry, where Mrs Abernethy loft all her other
children. He afterwards ftudied at the univerfity of
Glafgow, till he took the degree of matfter of arts ; and,
in-1708, he was chofen mmifter of a diffenting con-
gregation at Antrim, where he continued above twenty
years. About the time of the Bangorian controverfy
(for which, fee Hoapry), a diffenfion arofe among his
brethren in the miniftry at Belfaft, on the fubjeét of
fubfcription to the Weltminifter confeffion ; in which
he became a leader on the negative fide, and incurred

. the cenfure of a general fynod. Being in confequence

deferted by the greateft part of his congregation, he
accepted an invitation to fettle in Dublin, where his
preaching was much admired. He was diftinguithed by
his candid, free, and generous fentiments’; and died of
the gout in Dec. 1740, in the fixticth year of his age.
He publithed a volume of fermons on the Divine At-
tributes ;- after his death a fecond volume was publifh-
ed by his friends; and thefe were fucceeded by twa
other volumes on different fubje@s : all of which have
been greatly admired.

ABERNETHY, a town in Strathern, a diftrit of
Perthfhire, in Scotland. It is feated on the river Tay,
a little above the mouth of the Erne. It is faid to have
been the feat of the Piétifh kings; and was afterwards
the fee of an archbifhop, fince transferred to St An-
drews. It 'is now greatly decayed. '

ABERRATION, in aftronomy, a fmall apparent
motion of the fixed ftars difcovered by the late Dr
Bradley. The difcovery was made by accident in the
year 1725, when Mr Molyneux and Dr Bradley began
to obferve the bright ftar in the head of Draco, mark-
ed » by Bayer, as it paffed near the zenith, with anin-
frument made by Mr Graham, in order to difcover the
parallax of the earth’s annual orbit; and, after repeated

obfervations, they found this ftar, about the beginning’

of March 1726, to be 20” more foutherly than at the
time of the firlt obfervation. It now indeed feemed to
have arrived at its utmoft limit fouthward ; becaufe, in
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- proved infuflicient.
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{everal trials made about this time, no fenfible difference
was obferved in-its fituation. By the middle of April,
it appeared to be returning back again toward the
north; and, about the beginning of June, it paffed at the
fame diftance from the zenith as it had done in Decem-
ber, when it was firft obferved: in September following
it appeared- 39" more northerly than it was in March,
jult the contrary way to what it ought to appear by
the annual parallax of the ftars. This unexpeced
phznomenon perplexed the obfervers very much; and
Mr Molyneux died before the true caufe of it was dif-
covered. . After this, Dr Bradley, with another inftru-
ment more exalt and accurately adapted to this pur-
pofe, obferved the fame appearances not.only in that
but many other ftars: and, by the great regularity
that appeared in a feries of obfervations made in all
parts of the year, the do&or was fully fatisfied with re-

ard to the general laws of the phenomena; and there-
E)re endeavoured to find out the caufe of them. He
was already convinced, that the apparent motion of the
ftars was not owing 'to a nutation of the earth’s axis.
The next thing that offered itfelf, was an alteration in
the direétion of thc plumb line, with which the in-
ftrument was conftantly. retified ; but this, upon trial,
Then he bad recourfe to what re-
fra&tion might do; but here alfo nothing fatisfactory
occurred. At laft this acute aftronomer found, that the
phnomena in queftion proceeded from the progreffive
motion of light, and the earth’s annual motion in its
orbit: for he perceived, that if light was propagated
in time, the apparent place of 4 fixed objeét would not
be the fame when the eye is at reft, as when it is mo-
ving in any other dire&ion, than that of the line paf-
fing through the eye and obje& ; and that, when the
eye is moving in different direftions, the apparent place
of the obje& would be different *,

ABERRATION, In optics, is ufed to denote that error
or deviation of the rays of light, when infleted by a
lens or {peculum, whereby they are hindered from
meeting o1 auniting in the fame point. There are two
fpecies of the abberrations of rays, diftinguifhed by
their different caufes; one arifing from the figure of the
glafs or fpeculum, the otlier from the unequal refrangi-
bility of the rays of light. This laft fpecies is fometimes
called the Newtonian, from the name of its inventor *,

ABERYSTWITH, a market-town of Cardigan-
fhire, in Wales, feated on the Ridal, near its confluence
with the Iftwith, where it falls into the fea. It was
formerly a walled town; and fortified with a caftle,
which is now in ruins; and the town itfelf is gone to
decay, for there is fcarce a hundred houfes remaining.
However, it is governed by a mayor and recorder ; and
fends one member to parliament. It is noted for its
fithing trade, and hasa good market on Mondays for
corn and wool. Its diftance from London is 19y miles
weft-fouth-weft, "W, Long. 4. 15. Lat. 52. 30.

ABESTA, the name o?one ‘of the facred books of.
the Perfian magi, which they afcribe to their great
founder Zoroafter. The abefta is a commentary on two
others of their réligious books called Zend and Pazend ;
the three together including the whole fyftem of the
Igniccld, or worthippers of fire.

ABETTOR, alaw-term, implying one who en-
courages another to the performance of fome criminal
attion, or who is art and part in the performance it-

{felf.
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Abettor.

* Vide
Phil."Tranf.
n® 406.

* SeeOptics,
no x9~=232.
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