A recthy, county.
alfrration,
‘et Tong. 2, 45 Lat. 51 50.

to
L
m

~

A B E [ 17
Tt is 142 miles diltant from Tondon. W,
Abergavenuy appears to
have been the Gibbanium of Antoninus, and the town
of Ufk his Burrium.

ABERNETHY (John), an eminent diffenting mi-
nifter, was the fon of Mr John Abernethy a diffenting
minifter in Colraine, and was born on the igth of Oc-
tober 1680. When about nine years of age, he was
feparated from his parents, his father being obliged to
attend fome public affairs in London; and his mother,
to {helter herfelf from the mad fury of the Irifh rebels,
retiring to Derry, a relation who had him nnder his
care, having no opportunity of conveying him to her,
took lim with him to Scotland ; by which means he
efcaped the hardfhips he muft have fuffered at the fiege
of Derry, where Mrs Abernethy loft all her other
children.  He afterwards ftudied at the univerfity of
Glafgow, till he took the degree of mafter of arts; and,
in 1708, he was chofen minifter of a diffenting con-
gregation at Antrim, where he continued above 20
years. About the time of the Bangorian controverfy
(for which fee Hoaprey), a diffenfion arofe among his
brethren in the miniftry at Belfaft, on the fubjeét of
fubfeription to the Weftminifler confeflion 3 in which
he became a leader on the negative fide. and incurred
the cenfure of a general fynod. Being in confequesce
deferted by the greateft part of his congregation, he
accepted an jnvitation to fettle in Dublin, where his
preaching was much admired. He was diftinguithed by
his candid, free, and generous fentiments ; and died of
the gont in Dec. (740, in the 6oth year of his age.
He publifaed a volume of fermons on the Divine At-
tributes ; after his death a fecond volume was publith-
ed by his friends ; and thefe were {ucceeded by four
other volumes on different {ubjeéts : all of which have
been grealy admired.

ABERNETHY, a town in Strathern, a diftni& of
Perthibire in Scotland. It is feated on the river Tay,
a little above the mouth of the Erne. 1t is faid to have
been the feat of the Pi&tifh kings; and was afterwards
the fee of an archbithop, fince transferred to St An-
drew’s. It ks now greatly decayed.

ABERRATION, in aftronomy, a {mall apparent
motion of the fixed flars difcovered by the late Dr
Bradley. The difcovery wus made by accident in the
year 1725, when Mr Molyneux and Dr Bradley began
to obferve the bright far in the head of Draco, mark-
ed » by Bayer, as it pafled near the zenith, with an
inftrument made by Mr Graham, in order to difcover
the parallax of the earth’s annual orbit; and, after re-
peated obfervatious, they found this ‘tar, about the be
ginning of March 1726, to be 20" more foutherly than
at the time of the firlt obfervation. It nowindeed feemed
to have arrived at its utmolt limit fouthward; becaufe,
in feveral trials made about this time, no fenfible diffe-
rence was obferved in its fituation. By the middle of
April, it appeared to be returning back again toward
the nortl; and, abont the beginning of June, it paffed
at the fame diftance from the zenith as it had done in
December, when it was firft obferved : in September
following, it appeared 3¢" more northerly than it was
in March, juft the contrary way to what it ought to
appear by the annual parallax of the ftars.  This unex-

e€ied phenomenon perplexed the obfervers very much;
aud Mr Molyneux died before the true caufe of it was
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difcovered.  After this, Dr Bradley, with another in Aberzation

ftrument more exa and accurately adapted to this

purpofe, obferved the fame appearances not only in that e s

but many other ftars: and, by the great vegularity
that appeared in a feries of obfervations made in all
parts of the year, the Doctor was fully fatisfied with
regrard to the general laws of the phenomena; and there-
fore endeavoured to find out the canfe of them. He
was already convinced, that the apparent motion of the
ftars was not owing to a nutation of the carth’s axis.
"The next thing that offered itfelf, was an alteration in
the dire@ion of the plumb line, with which the in-
ftrument was conftantly reétified; but this, upon ‘trial,
proved infufficient. Then he had recourfe to what re®
fraétion might do; but here alfo nothing fatisfaGtory
occurred. At laft this acute aftronomer found, that the
phenomena in quefiion proceeded from the progreflive
motion of light, and the earth’s aunual motiou in its
orbit : for he perceived, that if light was propagated
in time, the apparent place of a fixed object would not
be the fame when the eye is at reft, as when it is mo-
ving in any other direftion, than that of the line paf-
fing through the eve and objet 5 and that, when the
eye is moviug in different diretions, the apparent place
of the objet would be different.

ABERRATION, in optics, is ufed to denote that error
or deviation of the rays of light, when infle€ted by a
lens or {peculum, whereby they are hindered from
meeting or uniting in the fame point.  Theve are two
fpecies of the aberrations of rays, diltinguithed by
their different caufes; one arifing from the figure of the
glafs or fpeculum, the other from the unequal refrangi-
bility of the rays of light. "Uhis laft fpecies is fome-
times called the Newtonian, from the name of its dif-
coverer. See Oerics, n° 17. 136. 173,

ABERYSWITH, a market-town of Cardigan-
fhire, in Wales, feated on the Ridal, near its conflu-
ence with the Htwith, where it falls into the fea. It
isa populous, rich town, and has a great trade in
lead, and a confiderable fiithery of whiting, cod, and
herrings. It was formerly furrounded with wal’s, and
fortified with a caftle; but both are now in ruins. Its
diftance from London is 199 miles weft fouth-weft.
W. Long. 4. 15. Lat. 52. 30. .

ABESTA, the name of onc of the facred books of
the Perfian magi, which they afcribe to their great
founder Zoroatter. The abefta isa commentary on two
others of their religious books called Zend and Pazend;
the three together including the whole fyftem of the
Ignicold or worthippers of fire.

ABEITOR, a law-term, implying one who en-
conrages another to the performance of fome criminal
aftion, or who is art and part in the performance it-
felf. "I'reafon is the only crime in which abettors are
excluded by law, every individual concerned being con-
fidered asa principal. Itis the fame with 4rz-and-part
in the Scots law.

ABEX, a country in High Ethiopia, in Africa,
bordering on the Red Sea, by which it is bounded on
the eaft. It has Nubia or Sennar on the North; Sennar
and Abyflinia on the weft; and Abyflinia on the fouth.
Its principal towns are Suaquem and Arkeko. Itis
fubjet to the Turks, and has the name of the Begler-
beg of Habeleth. It is about five hundred miles in
length and one hundred in breadth, and is a wretched

country ;



